Tills Heber Blankenhom memo i§ exactly as I got it from Uenry now 

profes.ior of history at Washington Uniii. vSg. L*) several month ago. I do not know 
where the marking were added by -^erger or others* 

Henry is t le son of a friend. I helped Henry with his thesis when he was a 
graduate student at V/isconsint ^‘^adison. The topic was, approx., the labor movement 
as peurt of U.S. foreign policy* 

I had asked him for a copy of a memo he had sent mw through his father years 
ago, he could not find it, recalled that because the copy was so poor he had sent 
his original, and he sent me this* 

The misplaced memo was to John Lewis, from Gardner ’*Pat'* Jackson. It recounted 
the actualities of my being fired by LaFollete and showed how the charges were 
both baseless and fabricated* (LaFollette&s real reason is that Jackson and I had 
lobbied successfully for an extension of the Givil Liberties Committee’s life over 
LaFollette’s objections* The extended life enabled the committee to investigate 
migratiry labor/corporate farming in California, as in ^_rapes o_f Wrat h. ) 

The alleged reason wa^ my alleged leaking of allegedly secret information to, 
as ^krtin Dies put it, I’ve forgooten how LaFollette did, if he did) to the Daily 
Worker* I leaked nothing, had nothing secret to leak, it wasn’t to the Daily Worker, 
and as Jackson’s memo reminded me, what I’d done I’d done under instructions* 

It was no more than making available to Federated Pree^fealley proofs of a volume of 
heeuiings then being printed but not yet bound and returned* Federated Press was a 
labor news service* 

Blank’s memo does not exaggerate his importance in the committee’s creation 
but it does diminish his importance to the committee in its earlier days. 

Probably because it is not personal Blank does not mention Jackson’s importance 
in lobbying and public relations. Jackson was quite important in those areas. 

Today there is virtually no mention of that committee and its significance* 
•Beginning with an unimaginably small budget, S50,000, its hearings led to radical 
changes and improvements in society and in working condition, the beginning of 
the modernization of the nation, I think* Labor relati)ons and conditions underwent 
the most unimaginable changes* 

I believe that if Sol Rabkin, another surviving member of the committee’s 
original staff, and I were to be questioned in an oral history it could be of 
considerable value in many areas some of which might not occur to professors of 
history and politiC€JL science today, such as how life was in Washington and in 
government during the jnst the obvious relating more directly to the 

committee and its work and staff* 

(We also did a little ad libbing, for example, in helping to pass Social 
Security Act in the Senate. Among those opposed it to were organizations we were 
investigating, like the National Association of tianufacturers and the National ^'^^tal 
Trades Association* Jackson’s lost memo recounts what I’d forgotten and I think he 
exaggerated my importance in it* He told Lewis that I had prepared labor’s defense 
and support of the Wagner Act when as I recall, it was a year old* My only recollection 
of that is a number of visits to Leon Keyserling in Wagner’s office.) 

A not inconsiderable nurabcr of the committee * s relatively small staff later 
became fairly prominent in a number of fields. 

LaFollette *8 pre-suicide complaint that Communists dominated the committee is 
entirely false. Moreover, he didn’t do enough work or have enough connection v/ith 
the staff to know one way or anotlier* I never had a worse employer* 

Harold Ueisberg IO/ 4/87 


